
 
 

 

 
THE WATERS OF THE SEVEN SEAS

 
The Atlantic Ocean
The Pacific Ocean
The Arctic Ocean

The Antarctic Ocean
The Indian Ocean
The Caribbean Sea

The Mediterranean Sea
 

Water melted from ice, which fell as snow 
in the Antarctic, the year Christ was born.

 
Water was flown in space by graduates 

of the Naval Academy.
 

Water was taken from the Severn River to remind 
us of our four years spent together by the Bay 

where the Severn joins the sea.
 

 
THE CLASS OF 2008 CLASS RING AND CREST

 
For well over a century, every class from the United States Naval Academy has created a unique crest
to symbolize the ideas and traditions that each class holds dear.
 
The Naval Academy Ring is symbolic of the bond between midshipmen and their class, country and
service. For more than a century, the Class Ring has served as a mark of pride, authority, and
responsibility held in the highest esteem by those who wear it and those who do not.
 
The Ring Dance has been a Naval Academy tradition since 1925. Before then, Second Classmen were
entitled to wear their rings only after the completion of the final examination in navigation.  As the
jubilant Second Classmen left Luce Hall, lurking First Classmen threw them into Dewey Basin to
baptize the owners and their ring.
 
The year 1925 saw the birth of the Ring Dance, held in the rigging loft of Luce Hall. The highlight of
the evening came as each couple passed through a huge replica of the class ring, with the long awaited
ring placed on the Midshipman's finger.  The baptism idea returned in 1937, this time in the form of a
pinnacle filled with waters of the Seven Seas.
 
The 2008 Class Crest design is focused on our Class Motto, "Called by Duty, Bound by Honor;'
representing both the history and pride of the Naval Service.  We have answered the call of Duty and
we are bound to lead and serve with honor until the task is complete. The Navy and Marine Corps
officer swords are symbols of the Navy and Marine Corps Officer's tradition of valiant service upheld
by graduates for over 150 years. The globe in the center of the crest represents the Global War on
Terrorism, it is the reality of what we will be facing and a constant reminder of our brothers and sisters
in arms already.  Lastly, the Navy Jack and Fouled Anchor are the link to the Academy and our



connection to the Fleet.
 
The Naval Academy ring has been an inspiration to Academy graduates for over a century. By
continuing the proud tradition of the Ring Dance, we have shown that we are willing to commit
ourselves to excellence and to maintain the highest standards of the Naval Service.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


